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The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation with confidence in the Words of 

our Lord Jesus, who gives not only bread and wine but his true body and blood to eat 

and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with him and with 

one another. Those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to 

their great harm (1Cor 11:27-29). Reception of Holy Communion here at Concordia is a 

public confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar. Those who are not yet 

baptized, instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this 

congregation and The Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the 

sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder. 

 

 

Prelude 
 

 

Welcome & Announcements 

 

 

We stand. 

Opening Hymn       “O Little Town of Bethlehem”            361 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Opening Sentences   Luke 1:49–51, 54, adapt.  

P The mighty Lord has done great things and holy is His name. 

C We thank You, O Lord! 

 

P The Lord’s mercy is for those who fear Him from generation to 

generation. 

C We adore You, O Lord! 

 

P The Lord has shown the strength of His arm. 

C We praise You, O Lord! 

 

P The Lord has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance of His mercy. 

C We worship You, O Lord! 

 

 

Confession & Absolution         Psalm 25:6–7 

P Having emerged from the waters of Baptism as God’s new creation 

in Christ, we confess our sins to God and one another. 

 

A time of silence is observed. 

 

P We confess to You, O Lord, that we are captive to sin in thought, 

word, and deed. We have not always been instruments of Your 

peace. Our homes have at times been places of strife and turmoil 

by our own fault. Even in the church sometimes we have chosen to 

fight rather than to make peace. 

C Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love, for 

they have been from of old. 

 

P Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

C according to Your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of 

Your goodness, O LORD! 
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Salutation & Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, 

that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your 

grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

We sit. 
 

 

Old Testament Reading          Micah 5:2-5a 
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

 who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 

 one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, 

 from ancient days. 

Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

 when she who is in labor has given birth; 

then the rest of his brothers shall return 

 to the people of Israel. 

And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 

 to the ends of the earth. 

And he shall be their peace. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
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Anthem  “Bethlehem Wind”         Joseph Martin 
Blow, blow, Bethlehem wind, over the hills and the valleys. 

Blow, blow, Bethlehem wind, God’s promise of love and salvation. 

Blow, blow, Spirit of Truth, carry the news of a Savior. 

Blow, blow, Spirit of God, preparing the world for God’s Son. 

 

Blow, blow, Bethlehem wind, carry the song of the angels. 

Blow, blow, Bethlehem wind, move through the hearts of the nations. 

Blow, blow, Spirit of Hope, scatter the leaves of our sorrow. 

Blow, blow, Spirit of God, warm the whole world with your love. 

 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

 

Epistle Reading                 Hebrews 10:5-10 
 When Christ came into the world, he said, 

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

 but a body have you prepared for me; 

in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

 you have taken no pleasure. 

Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, 

 as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 

When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices 

and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according 

to the law), then he added, “Behold, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes 

the first in order to establish the second. And by that will we have been 

sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
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We stand. 
Alleluia & Verse 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel           Luke 1:39-45 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 1st chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town 

in Judah, and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And 

when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And 

Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud cry, 

“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And 

why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For 

behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb 

leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 

fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

We sit. 
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Hymn of the Day   “My Soul Rejoices”            933 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1991 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004222 

 

 

 

Sermon  “Good Things Come”       Pastor Michael Geml 
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We stand. 
Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 
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Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen 

world You gave Your only Son, that all who believe in Him should 

not perish but have eternal life. 

C We give You thanks for the salvation You have prepared for us 

through Jesus Christ. Send now Your Holy Spirit into our 

hearts, that we may receive our Lord with living faith as He 

comes to us in this Holy Supper. 

 

 
Words of Institution 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you.  

We sit. 
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Distribution    “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”    356 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

We stand. 
Dismissal 

 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

 

 

Benediction 
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Closing Hymn        “Savior of the Nations, Come”           332 

 

 

 
Text (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110004222 
Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 

 

 
Postlude 


